Cisapride toxicosis in dogs.
Cisapride is an oral prokinetic agent used to facilitate or restore motility in the gastrointestinal tract. The National Animal Control Center has received 17 reports of accidental overexposure of dogs to cisapride since 1994. Doses of 640 mg/kg in dogs were reported to be lethal, but severe clinical signs have been noted at acute exposures as low as 18 mg/kg. The most common signs include diarrhea, muscle tremors and fasciculations, ataxia and incoordination, and hyperthermia. Available treatment is symptomatic and supportive. Activated charcoal is effective in reducing plasma cisapride levels.